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GENERAL ELECTION:
CORBYN IN! TORIES OUT!

■ Polls narrow ■ Make June the end of May

W

hile Jeremy Corbyn has been
speaking to thousands of ordinary
people at mass rallies across the
country, ‘strong and stable’ Theresa May
has been running scared.
The closing of the opinion polls, slashing
the Tories’ lead in half, even after the
horrific Manchester bombing (see right),
has confounded all wings of the capitalist
establishment. This is on the back of a
manifesto which promises popular policies
of nationalisation of utilities and raising
the minimum wage to £10 an hour (which
scandalously Usdaw fails to mention in its
solitary email to members about how to vote).
The Blairites in Labour are a key part of
this establishment and they are just as
terrified of the prospect of Jeremy Corbyn
being declared prime minister on 9 June.
“It’s great to have a Labour Party leader
in Jeremy Corbyn who condemns former
BHS boss Phillip Green and tells him
to be scared, as opposed to knighting
him as Tony Blair did in 2006,” Activist
supporter Scott Jones told Usdaw’s annual
delegate meeting (ADM) in Blackpool on 2
May. We pointed out that Corbyn can win
with socialist policies but some MPs are
undermining him in the most important
general election in a generation.

On the same stage Labour deputy leader
Tom Watson had just been challenged by
another Activist supporter, Isai Priya, on why
Tony Blair is still in Labour after calling for a
Tory vote, to massive applause. Watson was
heckled with a call to “support your leader”.
But this election is still to be won. 90,000
under-25s registered to vote on 21 May,
just before the deadline, joining another
700,000 who have registered since the
election was called. This generation solidly
supports Corbyn and can upset pollsters’
predictions about who will vote.
Corbyn can still win the election if he
maintains this momentum. He needs
to make sure that the message of ‘for
the many, not the few’ and the left-wing
manifesto pledges are heard by everyone.
In many places that means campaigning
over the heads of Blairite MPs who want to
ignore policies and campaign only on their
personal records. Corbyn should speak at
well-organised mass rallies in every major
city, with thousands of leaflets available
at each so his supporters can spread the
message directly.
Comparing pro-worker policies to Tory
destruction of public services can overturn
the poll lead and make calling this election
another u-turn that May really regrets.

JJ Manchester bombing: unite

against war, terror and racism

The Activist was shocked by the bombing
Manchester on 22 May and saddened to
learn that two Usdaw members were among
the victims.
Young people out enjoying themselves were
instead faced with one of the worst kinds of
horror imaginable.
This atrocity, which we completely condemn, has echoes of the Bataclan concert
attack in Paris in November 2015. In both,
ordinary people from all walks of life were
indiscriminately slaughtered, especially the
young.
Early reports suggested the perpetrator was
a suicide bomber who died at the scene. It is
the worst terrorist attack in Britain since 52
people were killed in the July 2005 London
bombings.
Manchester people reacted quickly to aid
those fleeing the scene, tweeting offers of
beds and lifts home, and taxi drivers gave
free rides. Their response of solidarity and
help - together with that of the emergency
and hospital workers - has nothing in common with the hypocritical reaction of Tory
government ministers who profess sympathy and sorrow while they stand four-square
behind policies that lay down the breeding
ground for such atrocities.
Following the Manchester atrocity Theresa
May has tried to double and treble her
‘strong and stable’ posturing in order to
appear as a firm ‘anti-terrorist’ law enforcer
and boost her election prospects. However,
there have been a number of rounds of
so-called anti-terror legislation over the last
two decades, and none of it is preventing
new attacks.
At the same time the Tories’ unrelenting
austerity drive is making people more vulnerable when attacks occur.
We trongly oppose those the wars in the
Middle East that have been a breeding
gorund for terrorism and warn that ordinary
working people in the Middle East and
worldwide will pay the price of them.
The election Jeremy Corbyn as prime minister would be a very important step on the
road towards ending the austerity, poverty
and war inherent in capitalism, that underlies division, racism and terrorism.
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Usdaw ADM 2017:
Right-wing leadership fears left challenge

If last year’s Annual Delegate Meeting
of Usdaw was one heavily influenced by
the election of Jeremy Corbyn as Labour
leader, including his welcomed presence
at the conference, then 2017’s felt like
the right was organised to try to stop any
further ground being lost - an ‘Empire
Strikes Back’ to 2016’s ‘New Hope’.
Last summer, the Usdaw executive
council had been just a few votes short of
backing Corbyn instead of Owen Smith for
Labour leader - since then an executive
council by-election has meant the
replacement of a left-winger by someone
on the right, and it was in this manner
of firming up their position the right
approached the conference.
The mantra of John Hannett for the
conference was keeping Usdaw ‘safe’.
‘Safe’ for whom was never answered
- but clearly part of that agenda was
an attempt to keep Usdaw ‘safe’ as a
bastion backing the right-wing in the
Labour Party. This was evidenced by
the invitation of arch-backstabber Tom
Watson who said he’d been ‘personally
invited’ by Hannett to speak at the
conference.
One of many repetitive twenty minute
speeches by Hannett was devoted to
making sure delegates voted down
support for the introduction of mandatory
reselection of Labour MPs ahead of
elections. Approximately one minute was

devoted to why Hannett opposed this
and the rest to scare delegates through
threats about the right-wing media.
Hannett similarly wouldn’t let on about
his retirement plans, even though its
public knowledge he has to retire in the
next year or so. He could save the union
the equivalent of the subs increase
conference voted through if he went
to time it with the upcoming EC/DC/
President elections.
An expensive looking, glossy leaflet, was
the way they kicked off the campaign
around these elections with standing
orders chair, Barbara Wilson, as their
candidate for President.

Leadership defeated

Yet the leadership did not get everything
their way. They backed a proposition
calling for nationalisation to be raised
by the union if faced with situations of
retail companies collapsing like BHS or
Woolworths, something they failed to do
on either occasion. They lost votes on
organ donations and more importantly on
health and safety committees, a vote that
was an implicit criticism of the union’s
‘partnership’ strategy with the major
retailers.
The Activist held its largest ever fringe
meeting and the Broad Left at one
of its best attended meetings for
years nominated Amy Murphy as its

Presidential candidate, hoping to build
on the 45% of the vote she achieved in
2015.
Whilst the union’s right-wing leadership
majority wanted to shore up its support
at this year’s ADM, the basic anger of
Usdaw members at low pay, insecure
hours and other issues remains. The
union’s elections offers up the possibility
of electing a fighting left leadership of the
union for the first time in decades.
With the general election offering up a
choice between a Corbyn-led government
backing a £10 an hour minimum wage
and other pro-worker policies, or the
Tories diet of austerity, many working
people see the possibility of real change.
Usdaw needs a leadership fit for that
challenge to put an end to the Tories
vicious austerity and to fight for real gains
for retail, distribution and allied workers.

NSSN conference 2017
The 11th annual National Shop
Stewards Network (NSSN)
conference will be on Saturday 1 July 2017
from 11am in Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion
Square, London WC1R 4RL. It is open to all
trade union and anti-cuts campaigners. See
shopstewards.net for more information and
updates. The NSSN was initiated by transport
union RMT in 2006. Nine national unions
officially support our campaigning work, as
well as many union branches, shop stewards’
committees and trades union councils.
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